SLIT NM OK 
N 7 8 
notable and 


Comfortable expoſition of M. 
IOHN KNOXES, VPON THE FOVRTH 


of Mathe w. concerning the tentatious of Chris: 


Ext ha in the publique Church, and then afterwards 
written for the comfort of certaine priuate friends,but now 
published in print for the beneſite of all 
| that feare God. 


Add 1aH 


11'L 


Td 


| AT LONDON, | 

Printed by Robert VValde: graue, for Thomas Man, 
dwcllingin Pater-nofter-row,atthe bene = 

of the Talbot. 


. + 
* 1 f hg 
RE. NIP 


> >> A . * 
1 CAM) CA 


tuous and my very god- 


ly friend, M. Anne 


PROVZE OF EXETER: IOHN 
Field, Prayeth encreaſe of Grace, and con- 
ſtancie in that bleſſed trueth of God, vvhich by 


his grace,ſhe hath receiued, to 
the end. Amen. 


Beſeeche you thinke not muche 
(good myſtres Prouze) that ha- 
uing kept your papers io long, and 
7 not reſſored them. I do alſo novy 
gt the length adventure vvithout 
your knovvle dge, to make that common to moe 
and many, vvhich vvas priuate to your ſelfe and 
ſome fewe others, I doe it not( God knovyeth) to 
ſeek any commoditic to my ſelfe; but that I may 
profite the whole church of God. And me thinł, it 
i; not meete, that that v vhich vvas firſt publiquely 
done in the Church, by ſo vvorthy and notable an 
inſtrunent of God, as M. Iohn Knoxe was: althogh 
in teſpect of perriculer friendſhip himſelf, did oni 
at the firſte communicate it vvith you, and ſome 
ſexy of his freends: ir alſo being a thing that would 
beſo ſtuitfull and comfortable to manye: that ie 
N 2 ſhould 
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THE EPISTLE 


ſhould lie any longer in the duſt. in ſecret, and noꝛ 
be publiſhed to the comfort ofal. For firſt amonęſt 
the reſt, it is a ſeal of his godly and vyonderfull la- 
bours, carry ing in the forehead thereof, of vyhar 
an heroicall and bolde ſpirite he vyas:how painful 
ly and conſtantly he ſtoode for the glorious truth 
and religion of leſus Chriſt, and hovv mightily in 
the end after many and tedious troubles, perſecu- 
tions & calamiti·s, God gaue him yet a victory, ſo 
that he preuayled againſt all thoſe bulles of Baſan. 
And althoęh al this be teſtified in his ſundry works 
already publiſhed, by that tory of his life vvhich 
M. Smeaton, a godly miniſter hath alreadye ſette 
forth in the latten tong, yet ifeuer God ſhal vouch 
ſafe the church ſo great a benefite (vvhen his infi- 
nite letters, and ſundry other Treatiſes ſhall be ga- 
thered together) it ſhall appeare, vvhat an cxcel- 
lent man « vvas: and vvhat a yvonderfullloffe, that 
Church of Scotland ſuſt eined, vvhen that vvorthy 
man vvas taken from them. In mean time, I ſhall 
deſire you, that if you haue any thing, beſides thoſe 
that I haue receiued already, you vvill communi- 
cate them vvith me. He maketh mention in a let- 
ter to you, of the laſt parte of this Treatiſe, ifyou 
haue it, I praye you ęꝑiue it againe to the Churche, 
from vvhence you had it. And if by your ſelfe oro- 
thert, you can procure any other his vvritinges ot 
letters, here at home or abroad, in Scotland, or in 
England, be a meane that we may recciue them. lt 
were great pittie, that any the leaſt of his writinges 
ſhould be loſt. For he cuermore wrote both godly 
end diligently,in queſtions of diuiuitie, and + 4 
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DEDICATORIE, 
Church pollicie And hisJetters being had togea< 
ther, would together ſet out an whol hiſtoric of the 
Churches where he lyued. I am bold with you(be= 
cauſe I know I may be thus bold with modeſtie)to 
employ any thing, that is yours to the good of the 
Church.I know you liue to your God, and as you 
haue in times paſt; being no young ſcholler in his 
ſchoole, giuen ſufficient teſtimonie to the Church 
of God ot your ſincere faith and holy profeſſion, 
when you liued in exile to enioy it: ſo I perſyvade 
my ſelte, that in this peace you v vill not forſake it, 
not thinke any thing that you haue too precious 
to beſtow vpon it. I keepe alſo by me, many of the 
witings,Jabors and letters, of that worthy & godly 
mans, your late & deare husband, M. Edward De- 
ing vrhom I name cuen for honors ſake,) and ga- 
ther them in dayly, as I can get them, of his & my 
good friendes: One day the Lord may giue oportu- 
nine, that as he liue th ſtil by choſe notable readings 
ofhis in Poules Church, ſo he may lius in his other 
witings, and all may thotowly ſee vvhat a man al- 
ſo he yvas, & what a loſſe we receiued vvhen God 
tooke him from amongſt vs. In meane time, I be- 
kechyou; do you as you do: continue the L ordes 
luetifull and faichfull remembrancer. Remember 
lie hope of your calling, ind becing novy nearer 
jour laluation then at the firſt, ſtriue on forwarde 
"th good courage. Beware of the woilde, and let 
loſe be an example to you to ſtand faſt, vVhome 
ſouhaue ſene and ſee dayly to fall fro the loue of 
de nuth. A day ſhall come, when you ſhall reape, 
nioye, that which you ſow now in mourning and 
3 ſorrow, 


| THE EPISTLE 
forrow, and he that hath ſtrengthned you here to 


fore to endure ſtronge tentations, afflictions, and 
troubles, and to ouercome them, will ſtrengthen 
youſtill, if you ſtill leane vppon him. Aſſure your 
ſelfe, that he cannot deceiue you. He that loued vs 
for him ſelfe, and for his owne names ſake,before 
we vvere, and before the foundation of the worlde 
vvas layed, hee vvill loue vs ill, becauſe his loue is 
vnchaungeable, built vpon his own good will, and 
not vpon our workes either good or euill. Be ther- 
ſore of good comfort in your profeſſion, let not 
the vvicked grieue you, but looke vp to him, that 
guideth all things for his own glory, and hath made 
the vvicked for a day of vengeance, that he may be 
magnified in his iudgements. 

The Lorde Ieſus euermore aſſiſt vs, and ſeale the 
reconciliation vvhich hee hath wroughte for vs 
in our hearts, with the ſcale of his avyne ſpirit, that 
vve may fecleit, and bee comforted vvich that 
comſort that none can take from vs. Amen. Fare 
you vvell. London this firſt day, of the ürſt moneth, 
in the yeare 158 3. 


Yours as you I nom, 
aſſured in ( hriſt 
Iohn Fielde. 


82 "ee a N , 1 = a 8 
„Er ² ²˙ ůVer. ̃ͥ ͤ! ům ddd. rr at. 4 REI 4 


r 


Then I eſus was led by tbe ſpirite into the 
deſert, that be ſhould be tempted of the 
Denill. 
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he tauſe moouing 
Wee me to intreat this 

place ok, cripture is, 
£=|| T ße that ſuch as by the 
n inſcrutable pꝛoui⸗ 


way pꝛepared fo victoꝛy by Chꝛiſt Je⸗ 
ſus, ſhal not feare aboue meaſure the 
craftie aſſaultes of that ſubtile ſerpent 
Datan,but with ioy and bold courage. 
haning ſuch a gupd as here is painted 
„ fo2th, ſuch a champion: and ſuch wea⸗ 
. pons as here are to be founde: (if with 
dbedience we wil heare, and with vn⸗ 
„gained faith belene)may aſſure our ſel⸗ 
ues of Gods pꝛeſent fauours, and of ff- 
ral victozy by the meanes of „ 
4 9 
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fo; our tafegarde and deliverance hath 
entred in the batail, and triumphedo⸗ 
uer his aduerſarie. and all his raging 
furie. And that the fubſequents heard 
and dnderſtand may the better be kept 
in memoꝛie: this oder by Gods grace 
we purpoſe to oblerue in treating this 
1 matter, Firſt, what this word Iemp- 
tatig. meaneth, T howe it is bſed with 
2 in the ſeriptures. Setondarilp, who 
is here tempted, and at what time, 
; this temptation happened. Thirdly, 
howe and by what meanes hee was 
tempted-; And laſt, why he would ſuf 
4 fer theſe temptations,and what fruite 
enſueth to vs of theſame, 
; Fa fo tempt, in the ſcripturs 
of God, is called, fo try, to pꝛoue, oꝛ to 
alſauit, the vale w, the power, the will. 
b pleaſure oz y wiſdome, whither it be 
of God oꝛ of creatures. And it is taken 
ſometimes in god parte, as when it is 
ſapd that God tempted Abrabam, God 
tempted: the people of 1/rae/!: That is | 
God did try and examine, not foꝛ his 
owne 1 to whom nothing is | 


hid, 


ypon the Tentations of Chrift. 

hid, but fo2 the certification of others; 
hob obedient Abraham was to Gods 
commandement, and how weake and 
infirme p I/ralites was in their tourny 
towards the pꝛomiſed land. And this 
temptation is almayes god, becauſe it 

20ccedeth immediatly from God, to o⸗ 
pen and make manifeſt the ſecret mo⸗ 
tions of mens hearts, the puiſance and 
power of Gods woꝛd, and the great le⸗ 
nitie and gentleneſſe of God towards 
the inũrmities ( pea hoꝛrible ſinns and 
rebellions) of thoſe whome he hath re⸗ 
teiued into his regiment and tare. Foz: 
who would haue beleued that the bare 
— bo2deof God could fo haue moued the 
heart and affections of Abraham (that 
to obey Gods commaundement) he de- 
termined to kill with his owne hand, 
his beſt beloued ſonne / aac? Who 
could haue fruffed that vnder ſo many 
kozmentes as lob did ſuffer, he ſhoulde 
not ſpeake in all his great temptation 
one fwltſh woꝛd againſt God: Oꝛ who 
could haue thought that God ſo merci⸗ 
fully ſhoulde haue pardoned ſo many. 

and 
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in cuil part. 


be, godly ſermon of M.Knoxes, 
and ſo manileſt tranſgreſſions cone 
mittod by his people in the deſerf, And 
pet that his mercy, did neuer vtterly 
leaue them, but fill continued with 
them, til at length he did perfo2me his 
pꝛomiſe made to Abrabam. To whom 
J ſay, could theſe thinges haue beene 
perſwaded, vnleſſe by triall and temp⸗ 
tation, taken of his creatures by God, 
they had tome by reuelation made in 
his holy ſcriptures to our knowledge. 
And ſo this kind of temptation is pꝛo⸗ 
fitable, god and neceſſarpe, as a thing 
pꝛocteding from God, who is fountaine 
of all godneſſe to the manifeſtationof 
his gloꝛie, and to the pꝛoſit of the ſuffe- 
rer,how that euer the fleſh iudge in the 
hower of temptation. 

Dtherwile temptation oꝛ to fempt, 
is taken in euill part, that is, he that 
doth aſſault o2 aſſatles, intendeth de⸗ 
ſtruction and confuſion to him that is 
aſlaulted: As when Sathan tempted 
the woman in the garden. Job, by di⸗ 


uers tribulations, and Dauid by adul⸗ 


trie. The Scribes and Pha; riſees femp- 
tel 


vpon the Tentetions of Chrift. 


ted Chꝛiſt by diners meanes, queſtions 
and ſubtilties: andof this maner ſaith 
D. Iames, God tempteth no man: that 
is, by temptation pꝛoteeding immedi⸗ 
atelp from him, he intendeth no mans 
deſtructiõ. And here you ſhal note, that 
albeit ſathan appeare ſomtimes to pꝛe⸗ 
uaile againſt Gods elect: pet is he euer 
fruſtrate of his final purpoſe, By tem⸗ 
ptation he ledde the woman and Dauid 
from p obeditte of God: but he could not 
retaine them foꝛ euer vnder his thꝛal⸗ 
dome. Power was graunted to him to 
ſpople Ib of his ſubſtance and childꝛẽ;, 
and to ſtrike his body with a plague ol 
ſicknes moſt vile and fearefull : but he 
culd not copel his mouth to blaſpheme 
Gods mateſtie:x therfo2e albeit we be 
layde open ſomtiemes as it were, euẽ 

to the mouth ofſatan:let vs not thinke 

therfoꝛe p God hath abiected vs, r that 

he taketh no care ouer vs. No, he per⸗ 

mitteth Sathan to rage, + as it were, 

to trypumphe foꝛ a tyme, that when he 

bath powꝛed fooꝛth the venome of his 

malice againſt Gods electe, it map re⸗ 

turne to his owne confuſion, And _ 
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Ihe thirde 
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A. godly ſermon of M.Knoxes, 
the delinerance of Gods childꝛen may 
be moꝛe to his gloꝛy andcomfozf of the 
afflicted: knowing that his hand is ſs 
puiſaunt, his mercy and god will fo 
pꝛompt, that hee deliuereth his little 
ones from their cruell enemie, euen as 
Dauid did his ſheepe and lambe from 
the mouih of the lyon. Foꝛ a benefit re- 
teiued in extreme daunger, doth moꝛe 
moue vs. then the pꝛeſeruation from 
ten thouſand perils, that we fall not in 
them. And pet to pꝛeſerue from daun⸗ 
gers and perils, that we fall not in 
them, whither they be of body oz ſpirit 
is no leſſe the woꝛke of God, then to de⸗ 
liuer from them. But the weakenefſe 
of our faith doth not eſpie that. But 
this 1 omit to better time. | 
Laſt to fempf,betokeneth ſimplie, to 
pꝛoue oꝛ try without any determined 
purpoſe of pꝛoſite oꝛ damage to enſue. 
As when the minde doubteth of any 


thing, and therin deſireth to be latilſied 


without great loue, oꝛ yet extreme ha⸗ 
tred ok the thing that is tempted oꝛ tri⸗ 


ed. n 92 Nucene of Saba came-to 
: tempt 


von the Tent ations of Chriſt. 


tempt Solo mon, in ſubtil queſfions,D4- 
«id. tempted (that is) tried him ſelle, it 
he tould go in harneſſe. And Gedeon ſai- 
eth, let not thy anger burne againſte 
me, if J tempk thee pet once againe. 
this famous Queen not fully truſting 
the bꝛuite and fame, that was ſpꝛead of 
Solomon, by ſubtle queſtions, deſired to 
p2zoue his wiſedome, at the firſte net- 
ther exfreemely hating, noꝛ feruently 
louing the perſon of the king. And Da- 
vid as aman not accuſtomed to har⸗ 
nelle, woulde try how he was able to 
goe, and behaue o2 faſhion him ſelfe 
therein, befoze that (ſo enarmed) hee 
would hazard bataile with Goliah. And 
Cedeon not ſatiſſied in his tonſcience. by 
the firſt ſigne that he receiued, deſired 

bithout contempt oꝛ hatred of God, 
the ſecond time, to be certified of his 
vocatzon. And in this ſence mult the 
Apoſtle be expounded, when hee com- 
maundeth vs to tempt (that is) to trie 
und examine our ſelues, if we ſtand in 
fayth. And thus much foꝛ the terme. 
Now tothe perlon tempted 9 | 


A godly ſermon of M. Knoxes, 


the time and place of his temptation. 

The perſon tempted, is the onely wel⸗ 
beloued ſonne of God. The time was 
immediately after his baptiſme. And 
the place, was the deſert oꝛ wildernes. 
But of intent, we map make our fruit 
of the pꝛemiſes, wee muſk conſider the 
ſame mo2e p2ofoundly. That p ſonn of 
God was thus tẽpted, giueth to vs in- 
fkruction,p femptatt5s,thouch they be 
neuer fo grieuous and feareſuil,do not 
ſeparate vs from Gods fauour e mer- 
cies. But rather they declare the great 
graces ol God to appertein to vs, which 
maketh Sathan to rage as a roaring 
Lion: foꝛ againſt none doth he ſo ſierte⸗ 
ly fight, as againſt thoſe in whole hear⸗ 
tes Chꝛiſt hath taken poſſeſſion. The 
time of Chꝛiſtes temptation, is heart 
moſt diligently to be noted. Then that 
is (as Marke, and Lucas doe witneſſe) 
immediatelp after the voice of God the 
father, had commaunded his Sonne o 
the woꝛlde, and had viſübly appoynted 

him by the ſigne of the holy Gholle, 
hee was ledde oz mooued to goe by 1 
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ſpirite to a wilderneſſe, where foꝛtie 
dayes hee remayneth faſting, among 
the wylde Beaſtes. This ſpirite which 
led Chꝛiſt into the deſert, was not the 
Deuil, but the holy ſpirite of Eod the 
Father, by whome Chꝛiſt as touching 
his humaine and manly nature was 
conducted,and led tkewiſe,as by the 
ſame ſpirite he was ſtrengthened and 
made ſtrong, and finallye raiſed vp 
from the dead. The ſpirit of God] lay, 
led Chꝛiſt to p plate of his battel, wher 
long time he indureth p combate foꝛ p 
whole fozty dapes e nightes, as Lucas 
ſaith he was tempted, but in the ende 
moſt vehemently, after his continuall 
faſting, and that he began to bee hun- 
ery. Upon theſe foꝛty dais, and this fa⸗ 
ſting of Chꝛiſte, do our papiſts founde 
ebuild their Lente. Foz ſay they: all p 
actions of Chꝛiſt are our inſtructions, 
what he did we ought to follow: but he 
faſted fozty dais: therfoze, we ought to 
do the like. I anſwere, if y we onght to 
follow al Chꝛiſts actiõs, the ought we 
neither to eate oꝛ dꝛink p ſpace of foꝛty 

daies, 
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dayes, loꝛ ſo faſted Chailte. Wee ought 
to noe vpon the waters w our feete, to 
cat out Deuils by our woꝛde, to heale 
and cure all ſo2fes of Maladies, to call 
again the dead to life:foꝛ ſo did Chailf, 
This J wꝛite onely that man may ſee 
the vanitie ol theſe men, who boaſting 
themſelues of wiſedome, are become 
mad fooles, Did Cho iſt faſt theſe foꝛty 
dapes to teache vs a ſuperſtitious fa⸗ 
ſting? Can the Papiſts aſſure me 02 a- 
ny other man, which were the foꝛtye 
dayes that Chꝛiſte faſted: Plapne it is 
he faſted the fozty dapes and nightes, 
that immedtatip did followe his Bap- 
tiſme, but which they were, oꝛ in what 
moneth was the day of his Baptiſme 
the ſcripture doe not expꝛeſſe. And al- 
beit the day were expꝛeſled, am I 02 a- 
any Chꝛiſtian bounde fo counterfaite 
Chꝛiſtes actions? as the Ape counter? 
faiteth the act oꝛ woꝛk of man: De him 
ſelfe requireth na ſuch obedience ol his 
true folo wers. but ſaith to his apoſtles. 
Go and pꝛeach the Euangell, to al na 
_ — them in the * of 
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the fathor,the ſonne, and p holy ghoſt. 
Command them to obſerue or keepe,al that 
baue commanded you. 

Here Chꝛiſt Teſus requireth the obſer⸗ 
uation of his pꝛecepts and commandes 
ments, not of his actions, except in ſo 
far as he hath alſo commanded them, F 
ſo muſte the Apoſtle bee vnderffande, 
when hee ſaith: 3: followers of Cbrifte: 
Foꝛ Chꝛiſte hath ſuffered 02 vs, that 
we ſhould follow his fofeſfeps: which 
cannot be vnderſtand ok euerpe action 
of Chꝛiſt, neither in the myſterie of our 
redemption, neither in his actions and 
merueilous wozkes, but cnly of thoſe 
any he hath commaunded vs to ob- 

rue. 

But when the Papiſts are ſo dili⸗ 
gent in eſtabliſhing their dꝛeams and 
fantaſies, they loſe the pzofite whiche 
here is fo bee gathered: that is, why 
Chꝛiſt did faſt thoſe foꝛtie daies:which 
were a doctrin moze neteſſary foꝛ chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians, then to coꝛrupt the fimpleharts 
with ſuperſtition: as thogh y wildom 
o God Chꝛiſte Jeſus, had taughte vs 

2 no 


MN godly ſermon of M. Kuoxes, 
no other miſterie by his faſting then$ 
abſtinence fro fleſh, oꝛ once vpon y day 
to cafe fleſh, the ſpace of foꝛtie dayes, 
God hath taken a tuft vengente vpon 
Pp pꝛide of ſuch men, while he thus con- 
foundeth p wiſdome of thoſe 5 do moſt 
glozy in wiſdome,and doth ſtrike with 
blindneſſe, ſuch as will be guides and 
lanterns to the feet of others, and pet 
refuſe them. ſelues to beare oz follow 
the light of Gods woꝛd. From ſuch de- 
liner the poze flocke (O Koꝛd). 

The cauſes of Chꝛ iſtes faſting theſe 
foꝛtie dapes, J finde chiefly to be two. 
The fo2mer, to witneſſe to the woꝛlde 
the dignitte and ercellencie of that vo⸗ 
cation, which Chꝛiſt after his baptiſm 
was fo take vpon him openly, Secon⸗ 
darily to declare, that hee entereth in 
battaile, foꝛ our cauſe willingly,e doth 
as it were, pꝛouok his aduerſarie foal- 
ſault hun. Albert Cheiſt Jeſus in the e⸗ 
ternal counſaile of his father, was ap⸗ 
pointed to be the Pꝛinte of peace, the 
angel (that is the meſſenger) of his Te- 


tamont, and he alone that ſhould fight 
on 
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our battailes fo2'vs. Yet did he not en⸗ 
ter in execution of it in the eies of men. 
til that he was cõmended to mankind, 
by the voice ol his heauẽly father. And 
as hee were placed, and annointed by 
the holy Ghoſt, by a viſible ſigne giuen 
to the eies of men: after which time, he 
was led fo the deſert, x faſted as befoꝛe 
is ſaid. And this he did to teach vs with 
what Lear, caretulnes t reuertte.ought 
the meſſengers of his woꝛd enter in p 
botation: which is not onelp moſt ex⸗ 
cellent, (foz who is woꝛthy to be Gods 
Embaſſadour) but alſo ſubiect fo moſt 
erfreame froubles t dangers. Foꝛ he 5 
is appointed paſtour, watchmã, oꝛ pꝛe⸗ 
ther, if he fed not w his whole power, 
ikhe warn and admoniſh not when he 
ſees þ ſwoꝛd tome, t᷑ it tndoctrin he des 
uide not the woꝛd righteouſlp, the blood 
t ſouls of thoſe that periſhe foꝛ lacke of 
fod, admoniſhion ⁊ doctrine ſhal be re⸗ 
quired of his hand. It our hoꝛned t mi⸗ 
fred biſhops did vnderſtand, and firms 
ly beleeue this, I thinke they ſhould be 
otherwyle occupied, then they haus 
2 beeng 
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beene this long time by paſt, But to 
our purpoſe. That Chꝛiſt exceꝛdeth not 
the ſpate of fourty daies in his faſting, 
he doth if fo the imitation of Moſes 
and Helias,of whom, the one befo2e the 
receiuing ofthe law, + the other bekoꝛe 
the communication + reaſoning which 
he had with God in Mount Horeb. (In 
which he was commaunded to anoint 
Haſaell king ouer Sria, and leb« king 
ouer I/raell, and Heliſcus to be pꝛophet) 
faſted the ſame number of dapes. The 
thing that enſued and did follow the 
ſupernaturall faſting of theſe two ſer⸗ 
naunts of God Moes and Helias, did 
impaire and diminich the tyꝛanny and 
kingdome of Sathan. For ty the la we 
came the knowledge of ſinne. The dam⸗ 
nation of ſuch impieties (ſpeciallpe of 
idolatry and as the deuil had inuented) 
and finallp, by the law came ſuch a re- 
uelation of Gods will, that no man 
iuſtly could afterward excuſe his ſinne 
by ignozaunte, by which the deuill be⸗ 
ſoꝛe had blinded many. So that the 
lawe albeit it might not renew and 

purge 
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purge the heart (fo2 that wozketh the 

-- ſpirit of Chꝛiſte Jeſus by faith one⸗ 
lie): yet it was a bꝛidle that did let 
and ſtap the rage ot externall wicked⸗ 
nes in many: And was a ſchoolmaſter 
alſo, that ledde vnto Chꝛziſt. Foz when 
man can find no power in him ſelfe to 
do that which is commanded, and per⸗ 
fectly doth vnderſtande and beleene 
that the curſe of God is pꝛonounted a⸗ 
gainit all thoſe that abide not in euer 
thing that is commanded.tn Gods law 
to do them: The man J ſay,that vn⸗ 
derſtandech and knoweth his owne 
toꝛrupt nature, and Gods ſeuere iudge 
ment: molt gladly will receiue the free 
redemption offered by Chꝛiſte Jeſus, 
which is the onely victozte that ouer⸗ 
thzoweth Sathan and his power. And 
lo by the; giuing of the lawe, did God 
greatly weaken, impair, and make fe⸗ 
ble the tyzannte and kingdome of the 
deuil. In the daies of Helias, had the de⸗ 
ul ſo pꝛeuailed. that kings and rulers 
made open warre agatnſt God, killing 
his Pꝛopheta, deſtroping his oꝛdinan⸗ 
| 3 ces, 
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tes, x crecting vp idolatrie, which did 
ſo pꝛeuail that the pꝛaphet complained 
P of all the true fearers t# wozthippers 
of God, he was left alone. And wicked 
Iegabel ſought his life alſo. After this 
his faſting and complaint. he was ſent 
by God, to annoint theſe. perſons afo2e- 
named, who tooke ſuch vengeance vp; 
on the wicked and obſtinate idolaters: 
(God graunt our eyes map ſee the like 
to his gloꝛp and comfoꝛt᷑ of his afflicted 
flocke) : that he that eſtaped the ſwoꝛd 
of Haſael, fell into the handes of ebe, 
E thoſe whom Iehn lefte, eſcaped not 
Gods vengeance vnder Heliſeus. The 
remembꝛaunce ot this was fearfult to 
Sathan. Foz at the comming of Chart 
was impietie in hieſt degree, amongſt 
thole that pꝛetended maſte knowledge 
of Gods wil, and Sathan was at ſuch 
reſt in his kingdome, that the pꝛieſts, 
Scribes, andPhariſces, had taken az 
wap the key ofknowlege:that-1s,they 
had ſo obſcured & darkened Gods ho- 
iyfcripturcs by falſe gloſes, and vayn 
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enter themſelues into the kingdome 
of God:nepther ſuffer and permitte o⸗ 
thers to enter, but with violence re⸗ 
ſtrained, and with Tyꝛannp bet back 
from the righte waye, (that is from 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus him ſelfe) ſuch as would 
haue entred info poſſeſſion of the life 
euerlaſting by him. Sathan (J ſay)ha- 
ung ſucye dominion ouer the cheefe 
rulers of the viſtble Church, and cſpy- 
ing in Chꝛiſte ſuche graces as befoze 
heehad not ſeene in man, and confide- 
ring him to followe in faſting the 
footeſteppes of Moſes and Helias: No 
doubt did greatly feare, the .quietneſſe' 
and reſt of his moſt obedient ſeruants 
the Pꝛieſtes and their adherentes, to 
be troubled by Chꝛiſte. And therefo:e' 
bo all engine and craft doth he allault 
him, to ſee what aduantage hee coulde 
haue of him. And Chꝛiſte did not re⸗ 
pell him, (as by the power of his God- 
heade hee mighte) that hee ſhoulde not 
tempte him, but permitted him to 
ſpend al his artillarie, and did receiue 
the ſtrokes and alſaults of his tempta⸗ 
tions in his own body, to the ende hee 
— might 
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mighte weaken and make feeble, the 
ſtrength add tyꝛaunous power of our 
aduerſarie by long ſuffering, Foz thus 
me thinke oure maſter and champion 

Chꝛiſt Jeſus, doth pꝛouoke our enemp 
to battaile: 

Sathan thou gloꝛieſt of thy power 
and victoꝛp ouer mankinde: that there 
is none able to withſtand thy aſſaults, 
no: eſcape thy dart, but at one time oꝛ 
other, thou giueſt him a wound: Lo J 
am man, like to my bꝛethꝛen, hauing 
fleche and bloud and all properties of 
mans nature (ſinne which is thy ve- 
noum excepted): Tempt, try andal⸗ 
ſault me: offer thee here a place moſt 
tonuenient (the wildernes), there ſhal 
be no moꝛtal creature to comfoꝛt me a⸗ 
gainſt thy aſſagits: Thou ſhalt haue 
time ſufficient, doe what thou cantt, 
T thall not flee the place of battaile: 
It thou become victsz, thou may fill 
continue in polleſſion of thy kingdome 
in this wzetched wozide : But if thon 
tanſt not pꝛeuaile againſte me, then 
muſt thy pꝛap, and vniuſt ſpople 3 
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ken from thee: thou mult graunt thy 
ſelfe vanquiſhed andconfounded , and 
mult be compelled to leane off from all 
accuſation of the members of my body 
Foz to them doth appertaine the kruit 
of mp battaile, my victoꝛp is theirs; 
as J am appointed fo take the puniſh- 
ment of their ſins in mp body. deare 
ſiſters what tomfoꝛt ought the remem⸗ 
bzance of theſe things be to our hearts. 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus hath foughfen our bat⸗ 
taile, he him ſelfe hath taken vs in his 
tare and pꝛotection, how that euer the 
deuil rage by temptations, be they ſpi⸗ 
ritual o2 coꝛpoꝛall, he is not able to be⸗ 
reue vs out of the hande of the potent 
ſonne of God: to him be gloꝛp foꝛ his 
mercies moſte aboundantly ** — 
foꝛth vpon vs. 

There reſteth pet fo be ſpoken of the 
tyme, when our heade was tempted, 
which beganne immediatelp after his 
baptiſme. Whervpon we haue to note 
and marke, that albeit the malice of: 
athan doth neuer teaſe, but alwapes 
— the meanes to trouble the _ 
ie, 
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lv, vet ſomtimes he rageth moꝛe flerce- 
ly then others. And that is commonly 
when God beginneth to manifeſt his 
loue t fauoꝛs towards any of his crea⸗ 
tures, t at the end of their battel, when 
they are neareſt to obtain final vicozy 
The deuil no doubt, did at all times 
enuie the humble ſpirit, which was in 
Abel, but he did not ſtirre vp the cruell 
heart of Cain againſt him till God did 
declare his fauoꝛs towards him by ac 
ceptation ot᷑ his ſacrifice. The ſame we 
find in lac ob, Ioſeph. Dau id, and molt e- 
mdently in Chꝛiſt Jeſus. Bow rageth 
fathan at the tidings of Chꝛiſtes nati⸗ 
uity? what blood cauſed he to be ſhedof 
purpoſe, to haue murthered Cheiſte in 
his infancyꝛthe euangeliſt D. M athew 
doth witnes. That in al the coaſts and 
boꝛders of Bethiee m, were the childzen 
of two peres, ⁊ ot leſſe age murthered 
without mercy.A fearful ſpectacle and 
hoꝛrible exampte of inſolent and vnat⸗ 
cuſfomed tyꝛannp. And what is the 
canſe mouing Sathan thus to rage a 
gainſt innocentes, conſidering _ 
| _ rea 
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reaſon of their umperfectios they could 
not hurt his kingdom at that inſtant. 
Othe craffy eye of ſathan loked fur- 
ther then fo the pꝛeſent time. He heard 
bated by p th2& wiſe men, they had 
learned by the apparition of a ſtarre, p 
the king of le ws was hoꝛn, and he was 
not ignoꝛant, that the time p2bpheſied 
of Chutts comming was the inſtant: 
foza ſtranger was clod with d crowne 
and ſcepter in the kingdome of Ids, 
The Angell had declared the glad tp⸗ 
dinges to the Paſtoꝛs.that a Sauiour 
(which was Chꝛiſte þ Loꝛd) was bozn 
in the citie of Dauid. Alt thefe tidings 
endamed the w2ath and malice of Sa 
tan. Foꝛ he perfectly vnderſtod that p 
tomming of the pꝛomiſed ſeede was ap 
pointed to his confuſton, & to the bꝛea⸗ 
king down of his head + tiranny. And 
tycrivze he ragethmoſt cruelly;euen at 
'firfthering of Chꝛiſts birth, thinking 
3 he could not let nvz with⸗ 
tand his comming, vet ſhould he ſhoꝛt 
en his daies vppon earth, leaſt by long 


am peaceable: quictnefſe in it, the 
number 
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number of good men, by Chꝛiſtes doc 
trine and vertuous life, ſhould be mul⸗ 
tiplied. And ſo he pꝛetendeth befoze 
that euer he can open his mouth in hit 
fathers meſſage, fo cut him away a 
mongeſt the other childꝛen. © crnell 
Serpent, in vaine doeſt thou ſpend thy 
venoume:fo2 the dapes of Gods electe 
thou tanſt not ſhoꝛten. And when the 
wheate toꝛne is fallen in the ground, 
the dofh it moſt multiply But of theſe 
pꝛeſtdents, mark ( deare ſiſkers) what 
hath bene the pzactiſe of the deuil from 
the beginning moſt cruelly to rage a! 
gainſt Gods childꝛen, when God be- 
ginneth to ſhew them his mercy. Ind 
therefoꝛe maruel not dearelp beloued 
albeit the like chaunce vnto you, if ſa 
than fume and roze againſt you, whi⸗ 
ther it be againſt pour bodies by per⸗ 
ſecution, oꝛ in warde in your conſcicn⸗ 
ces by a ſpirituall battaile, be not di 
touraged, as though pee were leſſe at⸗ 
ceptable in Gods pzeſence, oꝛ as that 
Sathan might at anytime pꝛeuailea⸗ 
gainit ron. No, your femptations and 
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fowmes that doe ariſe ſo ſuddenly, ar⸗ 
queth and doth witneſſe, that the ſeed 
that is ſowen is fallen in god greund, 
beginneth to take reote, and ſhail by 
Gods grace bzing foozth fruite aboun⸗ 
tantly in due ſeaſon and conuenient 
time, and that is it which Sathan doth 
fare: and therſoze thus he rageth (and 
tall rage) againſt you, thinking that 
ifhe can repulſe pon now ſuddenlp in 
the beginning, that then ye ſhall be at 
times an eaſie pꝛap, neuer able to 
teliſt his aſſaultes But as my hope is 
god, ſo ſhall my pꝛaxer be, that ſo pee 
may ve Urengthened, that the wozlde 
ind Safhan him ſelfe may vnderſtand 
and perceine: that God fighteth your 
battail. Foz pou remember ſiſters, that 
teing pꝛeſent with pou and entreating 
the ſame place, J admꝛoniſhed you, that 
dathan could rot long ſleepe when his 
kingdeme was cppigucd. End theres 
ne J willed you if that pee were in 
minde fo continte with C3210) fo pꝛe⸗ 
gare pour ſelucs fo2 the day of tempta⸗ 
un. The perſon of the ſy eaker is 

w2ets 
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wꝛetched, miſerable, and nothing to be 
regarded, but the things that were ſpy 
ken, are the infallible & eternal truet 
of God: withoute obſeruation of the 
which. neuer can, noꝛ ſhall come life to 
mankind, God grant you continuance 
fo the ende, Thus much have I bziefly 
ſpoken ofp tempfatis of Chailt J eſus, 
who was tempted: of the time and 
plate of his femptation. Nowe reſteth 
fo be ſpoken,how he was tempted, and 
by what meanes. The moſt part of er⸗ 
psſitoꝛs do think that all this tempta⸗ 
tion was in ſpirit s imagination, only 
p coꝛpoꝛal ſenſes being nothing moned 
I wil contend with no man in ſuch ca 
ſes, but pactenfly will J ſuffer enery 
man to aboũd in his own knowledge, 
t without pꝛeiudice of any mans eil 
matid. J offer my iugement to be wa! 
ed and conſidered by chꝛiſtian charitie, 

It appeareth to me by the plain tert 
that Chaiſte ſuffereth this femptation 
in body and ſpirite. That like wiſe as 
the hunger which Chꝛiſte did ſuffer, 


and the deſert in which he * 
er 
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were not things obiected to the imagi⸗ 
nation, but that the body did verily re- 
maine in wildernes among beaſtes: 
and after foꝛtie dapes did hunger, and 
fainte fo2 lacke of foode , fo the crfer- 
nall care ſhall heare the tempting 
woꝛds of Sathan, which did enter in⸗ 
to the knowledge of the ſoule, which 
repelling the vennom of ſuche temp⸗ 
tations cauſed the tongue to ſpeake 
and conkute ſathan to our vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble comfozt and conſolation. It ap⸗ 
peareth alſo, that the body of Chꝛiſte 
Teſus, was carried by Sathan from 
p wildernes vnto the temple of Jeraſe- 
lem, and Þ it was placed vpõ the pina⸗ 
cle of pſame temple, frõ whence it was 
carried to a high mountain, and there 
tempted, If any man can ſhew y cõtra⸗ 
ry hcreof by y plain ſcriptures of God, 
with all ſybmiFton & thankſgiuing, I 
wil pꝛefer his iugemtt to my own, but 
if y matter ſtand only in pꝛobability x 
opinid of men, then is it lawful foꝛ me 
to belcue as 8̊ ſcripture here ſpraketh: 
bis, p ſathã ſpake, Chꝛiſt — 
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And Sathan fooke him, and carried 
him from one place fo another. Weſids 
the euidẽcie of the text affirming theſe 
pꝛeſidentes, that Sathan was permit: 
ted fo carry the bodp of Chꝛiſte from 
place to place, and pet was not permit: 
ted to execute any further ty2anny a- 
gainſte it, is moſte ſinguler comfoꝛt to 
ſuch as be afflicted oꝛ troubled in body 
oz Farrite . The weake and feeble 
conſcienceof man vndcr ſuch tempta⸗ 
tions, doth commonip gather and col: 
lecte a falſe conſequent: Fo2 thus doth 
man reaſon : The body o2 the ſpirite 
is vexed by allaultes and temptations 
of Sathan, and he doth carry oꝛ mo⸗ 
leſt it Therelfoꝛe God is angry with 
it, and taketh no cars ouer it. J aun⸗ 
ſwere:tribulations and greeuous ver⸗ 
ations of body oꝛ o? mind, are not euer 
ſignes of Gods diſpleaſure aga inſt the 
ſufferer, neither yet dolg it follow that 
God hath caſte away the care of his 
creatures, becauſe he permits them lo 
be moleſted and — foꝛ a time. F0} 


if any ſoꝛt of tribulatier s were the in⸗ 
callible 
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fallible ſigne of Gods dilplealute, then 
ſonlde we condemne the beſt belotied 
thildꝛen of God. But of this. matter 
we may chaunte ta ſpeake affer this 
moze amply. Now to the temptations. 


And when be had Ffted fourtie daiet and 
fourtie nig bis he afrer warde hung red. 
Aud Sat han ſdyd, if thou be the ſonne 
ef God , comaunde 1b ſe ffonei th be 
Nel e 


1 Py Chzift ſalted, foutfic 
daves' and would not.ex- 
| ceed. the ſame, ( without 
ente anv feelingof bim 

—= ger.) is partly befoze tau⸗ 
ched: That is, he woulde pꝛeuoke the 
deuill to battaile, by the wilderneſſe, 
and long abſkinence: but he would not 
blurpe, oꝛ arrogate no moꝛe to himtlelk 
in that caſe, then God had wzqughte 
with others his leruauntes. and mel⸗ 
ſengers befoze. Not, but 5 Chꝛiſte Tee 
lus (ag S. Auguitine doth mozeamplie 
declare) without feeling of hunger, 

C might 
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might haue indured p whol yeare(yca 
Ae deren end) as wel as he did in- 
dure h; ſpace offozty dais. Fo þ nature 
4 of p uiãkind, was Tuſfcined thoſe fozty 
1 dates by the inuiſihle power of God, 
5 which is at all times dk equall poluer, 
But Chꝛiſt willing to offer further oc- 
caſion to Sathan to pꝛocred in tepting 
of him, permitted the humaine nature 
to craue earneſtly that which it lacked 
v is fo lay, refrelhing of meat, which 
perceiued:ſathan taketh occaſion (as a- 
foꝛe) to tempt t aſſault. Some iudged 
5; ſathan tempted Chꝛiſte in gluttony, 
but 5 appeareth little to agree with 
purpoſe of þ holy Gholk, who ſheweth 
bs khis hiſtoꝛp to let vs bnderffande,s 
ſathan neuer ceaſeth to oppugne p chi 
dꝛen of God, but coͤntinuallpe, by one 
mean pꝛ other, dziueth x pꝛouoketh the 
to ſome wicked opinions of their God. 
And to haue deſired ſtones to haue bin 
conuerted in bꝛead, oꝛ to haue deſired? 
hunger to haue bene ſatiſfied,hath nei 
ther ben ſin, neither pet wicked opinii 
of Gov, And therfoze J doubt * but} 
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temptation, dns moze ſpirituall,moze 
ſubtile, and mb T5 dangerdus. Sathan 
hath relpert ta the voyce of Cod, which 
hath pzonouncey Chalk to be his wel⸗ 
beloucd ſonne xc. Againſt this voice he 
fightes as his nature is euer to doe, a⸗ 
cainſt the aſured + immutable wo2de 
of God: foꝛ ſuch is his malice againſte 


God and againſte His choſen childꝛen. 


That where, and to whonie God p20 Note ai. 


thꝛeatneth her diſpleaſure, and dam⸗ 
nation: And Where Gad fh2eatneth 
death, there is he bolde to pzononnce 
life, and foꝛ this cauſe is Sathan cal- 
led a liar from the beginning. And 
ſo the purpoſe of Sathan is to dꝛiue 
Chꝛiſte into defpcration, that hee ſhall 
not beleene the foꝛmer voice of God his 
father, And ſo this appeareth to be the 
meaning ofthis temptation. 
Thou haſt hard (would ſathan ſay) a 
boice pꝛoclaimed in p ayze,y thou walt 
the beloued ſonne of God, in whom his 
lon! was wel tõpleaſed, but may 5 not 
bee iudged moꝛe then mad, and konder 
2 then 


nouneeth lone and mercic ,* to theſe gentlye, 
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then the bꝛaynles foole, if thou do be⸗ 
leeue any ſuch pꝛomiſe? Where be the 
ſignes of his lone? art thou not abie 
from comt᷑oꝛt of all creature: Thou art 
in woꝛſe tale then the bꝛute beaſts; fo; 
cuery day they hunt fo2 their pꝛape, 
and the earth pꝛoduceth graſſe and 
herbes foꝛ their ſuſtentation: So that 
none of them are pined and conſumed 
away by hunger. But thou haſt faſted 
foꝛty days #4 nights.euer awalting vp⸗ 
qu ſome reliefe ⁊ comſo2zt from about: 
but thy belt pꝛouiſion is harde ſtones, 
It thou doeſt glozye in thy God, and 
doeſt verilpe beleeue the kae that 
is made: commaunde that theſe ſfones 
be bꝛead. But cuident it is, that ſo thou 
canlt not doe, foꝛ if thou couldeſt, oꝛif 
thy God would haue ſhewed anpe ſuch 
pleaſure to thee, thou mighteſt long a. 
goe haue remooued thy hunger , and 
neededſt not to hanꝛ endured this lars 
ane fo2 lack of foode : but ſeeing 
thou haſte long continued, and no pu⸗ 


uiſion is made fo2 thee, vanity it is lon- 


ger to belecue any luche pꝛomiſe: and 
there 
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therefo2e diſpay2e of any helpe from 
Gods hand, and pꝛouide fo; thy ſelfe 
by ſome other meanes. 

Many woꝛds haue J vſed here! deare 
ſilters) but J cannot expꝛeſſe the theu- 
ſand parte of the malicious diſpighte 
which lurked in this on: temptation 
ofDathan, It is a mocking of Chꝛiſte 
and of his obedtence, It is a plaine de- 
niall of Gods pꝛomiſe. It is the trium⸗ 
phing vopce of him that appeareth to 
haue gotten victoꝛp. O hob bitter this 
temptation is, no creature can vnder- 
land, but Cach as feeleth the dollour ol 
ſuch dartes as Dathan caſteth at the 
fender conſcience of tzoſe that gladlye 
woulde reſf,and repoſe in God, and in 
the pzomiſes of his mercie. But here 
is to be noted the grounde and founda⸗ 
tion of this temptation. The concluſt- 
on of Sathan is this: Thou art none 
Gods elec, much leſſe his welbelo- 
led ſonne, his reaſon is this. Thou art 
in trouble, and findeſt no reliefe, Then 
the fundation of the tempation was 
Ciiltes ponertie, and the lack of fode, 

Wo with⸗ 
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doubte and ſalpicion of my fathers 
pꝛomiſe which was open!y pꝛoclaimed 
in my bapfiſme,by reaſon of my hun · 
ger, and that J lack all — pꝛoui⸗ 
ſion. Shou art hold to affirm that God 
taketh no care oner me. But thou art 
a dece Fall and poke 1 — ſophiſter, 
And f 


ad inp Fg nt of God That 
is, the very life aud felicitie of man 
conſiſteth not in abaundaunte ol coꝛpo⸗ 
rall 7 — » fo2-the poſſeſſion and ha 
naketh not man bleſſed 

lep n : neither ſhall the lack ofth? 
be cauſe of his fingl miſery. but the be⸗ 
lite of man conſiſteth in God, and in 
pꝛomiſes pꝛonpunced by his owne 
mouth, vnto the which who ſocleaueth 
and ſticketh bnfspnedly, ſhall liue — 
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life euerlaſting. And although al creas 
tures in earth foꝛſake him, pet ſhal not 
his toꝛpoꝛal life periſh, til the time ap⸗ 
pointed by God appꝛoch. Foz God hath 
meanes to feed, pꝛeſerue, c maintaine, 
vnknobon to mans reaſon, and confra- 
rie to the common courſe of nature. Ye 
fed his people I/rael in the deſert foꝛtie 


peares, without the pꝛouiſion of man. 


Þe pꝛeſerued lonas in 8 whales belly, 
and mainteined and kept the bodies ol 


| the thꝛer childzen in the furnaceof fire. 
| Reaſon & the naturall man could haue 


ſene nothing in theſe caſes, hut deſtru⸗ 
tion and death, and cauld haue iudged 
nothing, but that God had taſte awap- 
the care of thoſe his creatures. And pet 
was his p2outdence molt vigilant tos 
wards them in the extremity of their 
daungers,from which he did fo deliner 


| them:and in the middeſt of them did fo - 


alliſt then, that his gloꝛv, which is his 
mercy and godnes.did moze appeare c 
tine after their troubles, then it cauld 
haue don, it thep had not fall in them. 
And thereloze J meaſure not the truth 

and 
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and fauours of god, byhauing oꝛ by lacs 
king of coꝛpoꝛall neceſſities, but by the 
pꝛomiſe that he hath made to me. As 
he himſelf is immutable, ſo is his woꝛd 
and pꝛomiſe conſtant which J beleene, 
and to which J ſticke and doe cleane 
What euer can chance externally to the 
body. In this ant were of Chꝛiſt (dcare 
ſiſters ) we may sſpie what weapons 
are fo be vſed againſt our a duerſarp the 
deuill, chow that we may confute his 
argumentes, which craftilp x of malice 
he maketh againſt Gods elect. Chailt 
might haue repulſed Sathan with a 
woꝛd oꝛ thought, commanding him to 
ſilence, as he to whome all power was 
giuen in Peauen and in earth, but it 
pleaſed his mercy to teache vs howe to 
ble the lwoꝛde of the holy Ghoſt, which 
is the woꝛd of God, in battaile againff 
our ſptrifuail enemie. The ſcripture 
that Chꝛiſt bꝛingeth, is wzitten in the 
eight chapter of Deut. It was ſpoken 
by M:/es a little befoꝛe his death, tov 
ſtabliche the people in Gods mercifall 
paouidence. Foz in the lame __ f 
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in certaine others that go befo2e;he re⸗ 
coneth the great trauaile and divers 
dangers, with the extreenr? neceſlities 

that they had luſtained in the deſert, 

ths ſvace of foꝛty veares. And vet not⸗ 

withſtanding how conffanc God had 
beene in kæeping & perfo2ming his pꝛo⸗ 
miſes. Foz the thꝛough al perils had he 
conducted them to the ſight t bo2ders of 
the pꝛomiſed land. And ſo this ſcripture 
moſt directly anſwereth to the tentati⸗ 
on of ſathan.Foꝛ thus doth ſathan rea- 
ſon (as befoꝛe is ſayd): thou art in po⸗ 
uerty and halt no pꝛouiſlon to ſuſtaine 
thy like: therkoꝛe god taneth no regard 
noꝛ care ouer thee, as hee dothe ouer 
his choſen childꝛen. Chꝛiſt Jeſus aun⸗ 
ſwereth. Thy argument 1s falſe and 
dain. oꝛ pouertp oꝛ neceſſity ſecludeth 
not  p2outdence oꝛ care of God, which 
is eaſie to be pꝛwued. By the people of 
God ! /rael, which in the deſert did often 
times lack things neceſſary to ſuſtt᷑ta⸗ 
tion of p life. And foꝛ lack of y ſame they 
grudged Em murmared, yet did neuer god 
cait away the pꝛouidẽte x care of _ 

u 
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But acco2ding fo the voyce that he had 
once pꝛonounced:to wit, that they were 
his prculier people: and acco2ding to 
the pꝛomiſe made to Abraham, and to 
them befo2e the departure from gt, 
he ſtill remained their conductoꝛ and 
guide, till he placed them in peateable 
poſceſſion of the land of Canaan, their 
great inſtrmities and manifold tranſ⸗ 
greſſions notwithſtanding. Thus are 
we taught J ſap, by Chꝛiſt Jeſus, to re 
pulce, Sathan and his aſſaultes, by the 
wo2dof God, and fo applie the exam- 
ples of his mercies which he hath ſhe⸗ 
wed to others beloꝛe vs, fo our owne 
ſo:es in the houre of temptation, and 
in the time of our froubles. Foz what 
God doth to one at any time, the ſame 
apperteineth to all that hang and de⸗ 
pend vpon God and his pꝛomiſes. And 
therfoze how that ener we be aſſaulted 
by Sathan our aduerſarp, within the 
woꝛde of God is armour; and weapons 
ſuffitient. The chiele craft of Sathan 
is to trouble thoſe that begin to decline 


from his obedience, and to — mw 
clue 
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ſelues ennemies to iniquitie with: di- 
uers aſſaultes, the ende whereok is al⸗ 
waies one: That is, to put variaunce 
betwirt them and God into their con⸗ 
ſcience, that they ſhould not repoſe and 
reſt them ſclu2s in his aſſured pꝛomi⸗ 
les. Ind to perſwade this, he vſeth and 
inuenketh diners arguments, Some- 
times hee calleth the ſinnes of their 
youth , and which they haue commit⸗ 
ted in the time ol blindnes, to their re- 
membꝛance. Uery oft he obiecteth their 
unthankfulnes towards God and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent imperfectigns:by ſckneffe, pouer⸗ 
tie, tribulations in their houſholde, oꝛ 
by perſecution. Mee can alleage 9 Go 
is angry and regardes vs not. Ander 
the ſpirituall croũſe ( which few do ſear, 
and fewer do vnderſtand the cauſe and 
p:efit of it)he would dꝛiue the patient 
fo deſperation, And by a thouſands 
meanes mo, goeth he about like a roar- 
ing lion to vndermine and deſtroy our 
faith, But impoſſible it is, that he ſhal 
pꝛeuaile againſt vs, vnleſſe that obſti⸗ 
nately we do refuſe to vie the weapon | 
that 
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that God hath offered. Pea J ſay, that 
Gods elect can not refuſe if, but ſ&kes 
fo2 their defendour, when the battel is 
moſt ſtrong. Foꝛ the ſobbs, gronings, 
and lamentations of ſuch as fightes: 
pea, the feare they haue to bee vanqui⸗ 
ſhed, the calling and pꝛaping they 
make foꝛ ——7—es⸗ are the vn⸗ 
doubted and right ſeeking of Chziſte 
our champion.Ulerefnſe not the wea⸗ 
pon: althogh ſomtimes by infirmitic 
we can not vſe it as we wold: It ſuffi⸗ 
ſeth ÿ the hart vnleinedly ſob foꝛ grea- 
ter krength, foꝛ conłinuaunce and fo: 
finall delincraunce by Chꝛiſte Teſus: 
That Which lacketh in vs,his ſuffiti⸗ 
encie doth ſupplie:foꝛ it is he that figh- 
teth and ouertommeth fo2 vs. But fe 
the applying of the exples of the ſcrip⸗ 
fures. Tf God permit in the end, we 
purpoſe fo ſpeake moꝛe large, when it 
ſhalbee entreated why Chꝛiſt permit- 
ed him ſelfe thus to be tempted. 
Some impediments now do call me 
from further wꝛiting in this matter, 


which by Gods grace at cbuenient l led⸗ 
ure, 
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ſure, J purpoſe fo finiſh e to ſend vnto 
you. J graunt the matter that p2oce- 
deth from me, is not woꝛ thy your la⸗ 
boꝛs and pains to read it, pet ſeeing it 
is à feſtimonie of my god minde to- 
wardes you, J doubt not but pee will 
accept it in god part. God the father of 
our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt grant vnto you 
to finde fouours and mercie in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of that Judge, whole epes and 

ne wledge doe pearte thꝛough the ſe⸗ 
trete cogitations ot all heartes: in the 
day of temptations which ſhall appꝛe⸗ 
hend all fleſh. Accoꝛding to that mercy 
which pon (illuminated and directed 
by his holp ſpirite) haue ſhewed vnto 
the afflicted. God of all comſoꝛt and 

conſolation, confirme and fireng- 

then pou in his vertue vnto 

the end. Amen. 


FINIS. 


